
WHEN IN ROME VIII 
ADOPTION 
ROMANS 8:12-17 
Pastor Jeff Robinson 

 
 

GOGRACE.CHURCH 
June 19, 2022 

 

   
 

Led by the Father. 
 
Romans 8:12-17 
So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh you 
will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, 
you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of 
God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into 
fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by 
whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God,17and if children, then 
heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer 
with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
Led by the Father 

• God’s invitation vs. The flesh’s oppression– 8:12-14 So 
then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh.13For if you live according to the 
flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body, you will live.14For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are sons of God.  

o Invitation to what? To Follow Him!  
o The flesh lies: “Follow me, and you’ll be 

fulfilled...for a moment.” 
 

• Adoption vs. Abandonment– 8:15 For you did not receive 
the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” 
 



 
 

 

“A genuine believer can doubt their salvation, but a genuine 
believer will never doubt one truth: That Christ is their only 
hope.”–Paul Washer 
 

• Affirmation vs. Rejection– 8:16-17 The Spirit himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God,17and if 
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may 
also be glorified with him. 

 
Q: What would it take for you to feel secure?  
“A good father is one of the most unsung, unpraised, unnoticed, 
and yet one of the most valuable assets in our society.”–Billy 
Graham 


